
































18

of the Free Press became noticeably rapid. The present imposing
building in Union Street became its home. And on 4th May, 1872
—the year in which Lord Young’s great Education Act came into
operation—the Free Press blossomed out into a daily.

The Man of Affairs, like the Poet, is born, not made. Genius
was defined by Carlyle, the sage of Chelsea, as “just an infinite
capacity for taking pains,” and, he added, characteristically: “ Blessed
is he who has found his work. Let him pursue Truth therein,
and ask for no other Blessedness!” Genius cannot be confined to
a district of which the legendary “ Snaggleton” is the capital. Be
it for good or evil, it influences the whole community. It is easy
to perceive that Mr. Bruce’s influence has tended to the betterment
of industry and commerce throughout the whole of the North of
Scotland, and his energetic brain has promoted other useful businesses
than the Aberdeen Free Press.

I have witnessed more than one good deed of his, of which I
like to think as Portia thought when treading the avenue leading to
her home, on the evening of the day on which she had defeated the
cruel purpose of Shylock’s bond. Seeing a light burning in the
hall of her house in front, Portia turned to her companion and
remarked: “How far yon little candle throws his beams! So shines
a good deed in a naughty world!”
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